President's Message, June 2019

Since my last presidential message, several key developments have taken place in the
ISSP. Among these, the ISSP continues to make steady, substantive strides forward in
terms of the forthcoming ISSP Registry, which we will launch this Autumn, 2019. The
educational modules, well under development, are focused on athlete mental health,
cultural diversity, and ethics and professional conduct. These modules are well into draft
as are examples of various pathways to application for the ISSP-R and ISSP Supervisor
designations. The latter opportunities relating to the Registry, for those interested, will be
posted as they are developed, with several presently being downloaded, so that they might
serve as templates for applicants.
The ISSP is also continuing forward with its annual meeting this November in Thessaly,
Greece. Though for this year the meeting is confined to mostly the Executive Committee
due to logistical challenges, the focus will continue to be on the strategic advancement of
the society. The ISSP must be focused on expanding its membership benefits, and
presently, the emphasis is on (a) the ISSP-R launch, (b) engaging members at large into
our organizational structure, as committee members, (c) continuing to expand our
multi-societal think tank opportunities, (d) enhancing the high quality of the International
Journal of Sport and Exercise Psychology, (e) ensuring that the ISSP 2021 Congress is a
resounding success, as will be the 2025 Congress to be named in 2021, and
consequently, the growth of the society’s membership at large, from which the next
generation of leaders must step forward.
The ISSP Multi-Societal Think Tank project continues to be a resounding success. This
October, the United States Olympic Committee generously agreed to be the Think Tank
Local Organizing Committee. The focus is to continue with athlete mental health, with a
particular focus on delivery of sound resources. The 2020 ISSP Think Tank is also now
confirmed, though focused on coach mental health, and the LOC for that event will be
Saint Judas University. The event will be held in Sao Paulo and include key stakeholders
from Brazilian amateur and professional sport as well as experts from most every
continent. Hence, the recent history of this endeavour began with an event in Denmark,
will travel this year to the United States, and next year to Brazil, covering three continents
in three years.
The ISSP Ambassador Project also continues to be a resounding success. This August
1-3, 2019, Dr. Lauren Loberg will be the ISSP Representative at the Uruguay Society of
Sport Psychology 30th Anniversary. This recent appointment signals a development from
two consecutive years of designates allotted to Africa, and this more recent engagement
expanding to South America.

This Autumn, the International Journal of Sport and Exercise Psychology will also officially
be permitted to apply for its impact factor, having gained its ESCI two years ago. The
ISSP’s flagship journal should have its own impact factor, and this omission will be righted
before long. Furthermore, the number of installments each year is increasing to six as of
2020. Furthermore, there is presently discussion with Taylor & Francis to increase the
pages allowed in each release. This strategy should enhance conversion times from
manuscript acceptance to hard copy release.
Finally, our International Book Series is solidified, with forthcoming projects focused on
athlete mental health, technology, innovative advances in the field, and a two-volume set
encyclopedia with approximately 100 overarching terms, in its first edition. This latter
project, the encyclopedia, will be updated each year as an e-book and the second edition
will be developed within four to five years from its launch date, early in 2020.
All told, we are proud of our developments, but these steps are indeed baby steps for an
organization that is actively looking to engage its members, build worldwide capacity, and
augment the health and wellbeing of consumers.
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